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The CROYDON GRAPEVINE 

May 2017 

 

Grape Stomp 

  The annual CroYdon grape stomping took 

place on February 17th on a perfect summer’s 

evening. CroYdonites certainly know how to 

party and this was a splendid evening with 

plenty of activities for the children (including a 

very popular dunking stool), live music, beer 

from Helderberg Breweries for non wine 

imbibers and plenty of food to soak up the 

liquor. The grapes were duly stomped and the 

good news is that none of it will ever appear in 

a bottle. Next year can we have a bouncy castle 

for the adults please?  Your trustees look 

forward to working with all of you this year. 

 Gin Revival  

  What talented neighbours we have down this 

part of the world. Craft gins are the new big 

thing and, like good malt whisky, they can 

exhibit a character all on their own. 

Blaauwklippen came by on 4 April to showcase 

their Triple 3 Gin with a highly informative talk 

by Florian Leykauf from Triple3Three Estate 

Distillery situated on Blaauwklippen. 

In Dickensian times Gin was known as 

“mother’s ruin”. Thankfully it’s come a long 

way since then. If you missed this tasting (or 

you want to refresh your memory) you can 

book at Blaauwklippen.  
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The new borehole pumping …. 

  Our  new borehole was drilled in the area 

along the bottom of the Estate between the 

houses in Gemini road and the bottom dam. At 

a depth of 21 metres they struck water, much 

to everyone’s delight. We are pumping a 

consistent flow of water from the borehole into 

the bottom dam that in turn is pumped to the 

top dam as required.  Unfortunately the sodium 

and salinity content of the water is high. More 

samples were sent for water quality testing and 

we shall receive the results early in May. We 

are hoping that the salinity may have reduced 

to acceptable levels. If not, we will have to 

install a filtering system to improve the quality 

of the water. 

 

 

 

Landscaping News.. 

  The landscaping committee is very excited to get approval to upgrade the Estates landscaping. We 

have met with various people with regard to our plans. 

Christo Opperman from Nephesh has been given the landscape plan to design and will be involved in 

its implementation.  

Niel Loedolff from Bonatix is quoting on 

repairing the irrigation and will be involved in 

upgrading the irrigation in new landscape 

areas. 

Rob Syme an environmental consultant spent 3 

days in the Estate to identify landscaping issues 

and give us suggestions on how to implement 

our landscaping plan. He is also revisiting the 

current plant and tree list for the Estate.  

Our Ground Staff will be sent on a gardeners 

training course to help teach them the relevant 

skills to maintain the gardens in the Estate. 

Apex Empowerment will run the course. 

The beds planted before summer are doing 

well.  You can still have a gorgeous and 

colourful garden in our drought stricken area as 

long as you go waterwise. 
  

As soon as the weather cools down and wetter weather arrives we will start to implement our new 

plans. We have divided the Estate into six zones for upgrading. We will start at zone one and move 

through the various zones.  
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 Zone 1: The traffic lights flower beds 

 Zone 2: The Main Entrance and contractor’s entrance (including new Croydon Vineyard 

signage) 

 Zone 3: Aquarius Lane 

 Zone 4: The lifestyle centre 

 Zone 5: The berms and perimeter  

 Zone 6: The street Islands.  We are hoping to start with zone 1 soon! This zone will have a 

formal look using water-wise fynbos species.  

Please attend the Landscape information evening on the 8th May 2017 at 18h00 at the Lifestyle 

Centre.  

 

Special General Meeting 

 The Special General Meeting (SGM) held 

in the Lifestyle Centre on the 4th March 

saw an unprecedented attendance 

without the need to reconvene the S.G.M 

Two special resolutions were voted on : 

1. WineCo business or private model for 

which the business model received the 

majority of votes. 

2.  Integrated landscaping plan rollout over 

the next three years which received 

majority votes in favour of the motion.  

 

Thank you to everyone who attended or 

gave someone a proxy to vote on their 

behalf.  Let’s repeat this excellent 

participation at our next AGM on the 20th 

May 2017.    

Water Crises 

  Water leaks are reacted to and repaired as a 

matter of priority on the estate. It should however 

be noted that water drainage, condensation and 

the slope of the Estate causes areas of moisture and 

wetness which is sometimes perceived as a water 

leak. 

Please adhere to the Level 3 Water Restrictions. 

When the rains eventually come you will be 

surprised at how resilient many plants can be 

during a prolonged drought.  

 

New Arrivals  

  Congratulations to Johan and Valerie de Waal on 

the birth of their daughter Hanri on the 12th 

February to Ralph and Zandri Baumgarten on the 

birth of their daughter Catharina on the 4th March. 

 

Advertising Spot 

Oppie Dorp Restaurant and Wine Bar 

Croydon Vineyard Estate is delighted to 

announce that our CVE Red Blend has been 

listed at Oppie Dorp, one of the Top 3 

restaurants in Stellenbosch town (they are 

ranked number 7 in the greater Stellenbosch 

area, out of 191 restaurants). 

The restaurant is owned by one of CVE  

 

 

 
Homeowner’s, Len Swart and his two sons. 

Please let’s support them and our wine,  
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whilst enjoying an unforgettable 

lunch/dinner. They are open 7 days a week 

for lunch and dinner, except on Saturdays 

when they are only open for dinner. 

Reservations are advised. 

Oppie Dorp Restaurant mission since 

opening in 2012 has been to create an easy 

dining experience for everyone! They aim to 

provide their guests with a fun, relaxed, 

tasty & easy going experience where you 

can enjoy a great meal in a relaxed, laid back 

& friendly atmosphere. 

The menu consists of the most popular of 

their dishes and range from fresh line fish, 

calamari, lamb, steaks, venison and chicken 

to pizza and vegetarian dishes. Chef’s 

specials are also available daily. They pride 

themselves in using only the freshest 

ingredients on every plate. 

 

Contact Details:   

137 Dorp Street, Stellenbosch 

021-8833889, info@oppiedorp.co.za , 

www.oppiedorp.co.za 

 

 

Smalls Ads 

Babysitting services 

Shani                 083 690 4518 

Tayla Botes       084 576 4700 

Nicole Krouse    074 580 2120 

  

Editor: David Bullard (Many thanks) 
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